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havent of TOLERATION,, &e, 


IBERTY of CONSCIENCE isa Thing which hath EPA 

made a very Great Noiſe in the World ; and is at the firſt 

View,a chiog highly plauſible;bur although i it looks hugely- 

pretty in the Notion: yet it was alwayes found ſtrangely 

Wild and Unmanageable when ever it came to be handled 
by Experience; and we ſhall conſtantly find, Thatchoſe which cryed ic 
up for the moſt Reaſonable Thing in che world, when Themſelves 
ftood in needof it , as ſoon as ever They came in Power , would ne- 
ver endure to hear of it any longer. They who plead for it for Them- 
ſelves, do nor uſe to allow ir ro others, it bath always been ſo un- 
lucky,as ſoon as eyer it hath ſucceeded, co be laid aſide. 

Now Liberty of Conſcience is either Abſolute, and Univerſal, 
or Limited and Reſtrained: if Univerſal and Abſolute , it layeth us 
open toall the folly and phrenzy imaginable , to all thoſe Herefies 
which the Scripture calls Damnable , and isa publick Invitation to all 
ſorts of ſtrong Deluſfions , and the believing of Lyes » Which Sc. Paul 


cautions us ſo much againſt , 2 Theſ. 2. 10, 11. Andin Rev. 2. 14. 15. 


che Church of Pergamus is charged not with holding Errors Her 
Self, | but tolerating Them in Others. Her guilt was, That She had a- 
mong Her , Thoſe who held the DoGrine of Balaam and the Nics- 
lattans. 

Burif ic be Limitedand Reſtrained: Then it is no longer Liberty of 
Conſcience ; but there is a clear Confeſſion , That Contcience is nor 
ſo. Sacred a Thing, but it ought to have Lirzits and Reſtraints ſer upon 
ir. If it beasked , Will you force men to go againſt their Eonſci- 
ences ? I anſiver.”. That Conſcierces may tefuch , that men ought 


not to Fo ſuffered to aR according to them, Tue Scripture tells us of 
B dSeaie d 


Seared Conſciences, Reprobate Minds, and Fhoſe whoſe very Mind aud' 
Conſcience # defiled ;- So that Conſcience atone -is-no ſuffictent Juftifi- 

cation ; Conſcience hath its Rule, may ſwerye, and ought very well ro- 
be ooked to. I know that no-man ought to a@ againſt his Mind or 

Perſwaſion ; But I know withall, That there ought great eare to be 

raken, what Minds and Perſwaſtons men are of, Thos much I chonghr 

fit to premize, Becauſe that the Cauſe is thought ſufficiently pleaded, as 

ſoon as ever it can be alledzged', This is our Conſcience 3. For it may 

be yoar Conſcience and your Crime too. 


He Firſt Thing which I ſhall obſerve in this Treatiſe, which pre- 
tends to ſo much Peace, Good Will and Moderation, is-the Time of 

its coming out,and that was the Time ofan Inyafhon: Was thisa Time 
to rip up and aggravate Diſcontents at Home, when we were ſet upon 
with a Powerful Enemy from abroad ? Who but a Datch man would 
have gone about to have affrighted the Credulous Vulgar, with this 
*Canting-Diſma! Strain? p. $6. There 'are 1 perceive many Fears. and 
Hopes upon the Minds of People, and the Preſages of their Hearts are many : 
I know not whether there be any dark_notices from ſome Spirits that preſide 
over us, of ſome great Events, ſometimes when they are near w : But me- 
thinks the Minds of fome have of late aboaded ſome very GREAT 
EVIL, or Great Good net to be far from us, &c. He who art ſuch a 
©me, Proclaims the Fears of the Nation , Intended ſnre ro make 
them fear much more : This. way of divulging ſuch Melancholy 
Omens, could have'no end, but to diſhearten our People, or to in- 
flame them. I could nor, me thoughts, paſs by this Obſervation ; be- 
cauſe it was one Sad Inſtance, That the Puritan Spirit hath not at all 
altered his 01d way of A@ing ; For ſodid their Forefathers in 88 try 
bow far they could terrifie the State at that Time, becauſe it was a Time 

of great Danger. 

2 Ut externo' A England atthis Time did 1abour not onely with a War Abroad, but 
tello, ita etiar2 with Schiſm at Home : For Schiſmatical Pravity never fails to add a 


_—_ als wi New Combuſtion to the heat of War ; The Contumacy, Impudence, 
mate h9c Iem- 


pore liaborawit 


Angiia(ſehiſ- lence. Cambd, Eliz. p.497. in Editione Lond, MD CR V. 


Maiica enim . : 4 ROI 
pravitas ſemier bello aydrnte maxime luxuriat) Nec cerze confumax in Ecclefiafliicos magiſtratus 


impudentia, & 6ontun.elie/a improbita inſolentius alias ſe exercuit. Camb, Eliz. p. 497. 


They perſumed upon theneceſlities of the State; then they thoughe 
they might propoſe and: rail at; pleaſure ,, becauſe the Qyeens Hands 
were. 


and Concumelies of theſe Men did never ſhew it felt with greater Inſo- 
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(3 | 
were ſufficiently full of other buſineſs ; Then came out Mar-prelate, 


| Diotrephes,the Demonſiration, &'c. Thus they uſe their Native Countrey 


as Simeon and Levi did the Sichemites, as ſoon as they were ſore, then 
not-fail ro fall upon'Them, Tt eyer che State lies under a Diſadyanrapge, 
Theſe will not fail ro help on the Difturbance: 

But from the time of the Publication,proceed we to the Book it felf, 
The Firſt Thing we find Obſeryable is p. 9, 10, 11, 


"Dees 4 company of People about Us in the Conntrey, 8c. The moſt 
of them are certainly Insffenſive -Perſons, and there w no more againſt 
Them, than Pliny had againſt the Chriſttans ; that They meet and Pieach 
and Pray together, 8c. | 


How harmleſs, or Inoffenſive They may feem to You,we know not :. 
Bur This,nor our Neighbour Nation, hath not found Them to be fuch 
Tame and Modeſt Things : The Time hath been Known, when They 
could devour Widows Houfer, as well as for a pretence maks long Prayers. 

Our Charity prompts us to hope, that there are amongſt This Se& 
ſeveral good and well meaning People, and ſuch which ofthemſelyes 
wou'd be very harmleſs and inoffenfive; yet, Law makers oughe to 
conſider not only what People are, or would be of Themſelves, but 
what uſe others are like to make of them : It is no News for Men 
co be made the Inſtruments of a Defign,and yet to know nothing of it; 
co be the greatEngines of ſuch bufinefles, which had they ſeen thorough 
Them, They would have dyed, rather than to have any thing to do with: 
We are therefore not only to conſider the People who meet there, 
bue who they are, which have the Managing of ſuch Meetings; as 
ſuppoſe now that the /eparated Congregations ſhould think thoſe men 
che ficteſt ro be Their Guides, who led them on to the late: War ; That 
the chief ſpeakers there ſhould be the Abetrers and Applauders of 
the Murther of the King. And theſe amongſt Them who are of 
their own Nature the moſt harmleſs and Inoffenſive, are the moſt 
likely there to be impoſed upon : It is therefore the greateſt 
Kindneſs of Government toward ſuch Innocent Men, not to permic 
the Subtle and Malicions, to make a Prey of Them, and abuſe their 
Credulity co be the Inſtrumene of Their Teachers Contrivances. 
And whereas it is here ſaid, that They Meet only to Preach and 
Pray together : It ought to be conſidered that we could repeat 
ſtrange Things, which have been ſaid in Prayers and Sermons , nei- - 
ther gre we ſure that They meet.only to do that : we Know, that there 
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may be, and do verily believe, that there is a quite other uſe of ſucly 
Aſſemblies, viz. «* To Formand'to Know a Party, to Communicate- 
«Intelligence and. Diſcontents, to have a Plaufible and Unperceivable _ 
« way of ſcattering abroad among the whole Nation, all ſorcs of little 
« and Malicious ſtories. There is no ſuch Dangerous way of Libelling, 
<« as that which is valgarly called a good Gift in Prayer. 


ff ju next Thing obſeryable is p.13-I wonder really in whoſe ſhops. They 
have bought their Spetiacles, that They can ſee thisgreat Thing Unity 
of Folks Spirits, in Vniformity, &c. 


Surely Uniformity doth of all Things in the World look moſt like to. 

Unity ; And St. Paul recommends it to us upon this very ſcore ; That 

we all ſpeak the ſame things, being with Him a very great Evidence, 

That there are ne Diviſions amongſt Vs. But becauſe che The credic of 

theſe Glaſſes wherein we perſwade our ſelves, That we ſee clearly U- 

nity.in Uniſormity,doth it ſeems depend very much upon the Shop they: 

came out of : We ſhal gratifie our Author ſo far, as to let Him Know 

whence we had Them; and to go no futther, We were Adviſed, in the- 

making and uſing of this ſort of Glaſſes by one who we are ſure, will- 

notbe denyed tobe a moit Skilful Work-man in ſuch like Aﬀairs ; even. 

the Non-conformiſts entirely. beloved Mr. Calvin in his Epiſt. ad Prote- 

Aorem Angliz,where we haye Him expreſſing his jadgment clearly and 

®xpedit qui- fully for Uniformity.in all its Parts, and urmoſt Extent of it. «Ir is: 
dem proſpicere fic (faith he) co take great heed of the deſujtory wits, 8. E. The lighe gid- 
deſultoriis in- dy heady People, who defire for themſelyes too boundleſs a Liberty ; 
genik que fbi che Gate is alſo to be ſhut againſt curious, 3. e. new fangled DoQrines, 


ximium licere . 
wolunt, claudenda. eft etiam janua cnrioſes doFrinis. 


” Ratio aurem Bute Hon isthis,think You,to be done,by Liberty of Conſcience?no, 
expcdira ad e. Þut by a more ſober way, © And for This, there is but one ready and. 
an-emune eſt, aſſured way : If there be ſome one Form of Doarin received of all, 
51exict ſumma & which in their Preaching all ſhould follow, to which alſo all the Bi- 
—_— oy” "4 ſhops-and the Pariſh Prieſts ſhould by Oath be bound; and thar no 
abegs of cham <« man ſhould be admitted to any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, unleſs he pro- 


inrcr pradi» ©* miſed that. That conſent of DoGtrin ſhould: be to him Inviolable. 


cardum {(e- 

Y.44ntrur emer, ad quam etiam ebſervandem Omnes Epiſcopi & Parochi jurcjurando aflvingantur, 
ut nemo a4 munus Ecclefiaſticum adminatur, nift fpondeat fibi illum doFrine Gonſenſam inviolg» 
wn fururem, £253 | | Se 
Here.we have Him clear and cxpreſs,full and. home for Uniformity fo 


fs. <0 
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far az Do&rin reacheth. Bue Secondly, He is as clear for Uniformity 
in Prayers, and the Rites and Ceremonies thereof, 
& Astothe Form of Prayers and Rites Eccleſiaſtical, I'do yery much Qu'd ad for: 
& approve, that there. be one certain One, partly to provide againſt the muiim Pricum 
& fimplicity and idleneſs of ſome, and partly co Demonſtrate the agree- @& Rituum Ec. 
<« ment of our Churches between chemlſelyes, and Laſtly to provide {#48 icorum, 
<« againſt the deſultory Leyity of choſe men who are alwaies affeRing 72/7* h19%9 ## 


o Novelties. 4 que Paſtorie 
: L - = ; bus Dilcedere 
in fanfione ſua Non Licear, tum nt confulatur quorundam fimplicitati & inertia, Tum ut certs: 
conflet Omnjum Ecclefiarum inter ſe Conſenſus, Poftrems ctiam ut obyiam catuy deſultorie que- 
rundam-levitaii qui novtiones quaſdam affefant, p, 68, 69, &c. : 


The Second of theſe Reaſons comes home to what our Author makes 
fach a Wonder of, yiz. That Uniformity is a great Degree and Eyi- 


- dence of our Unity : And we are told little before in the ſame Epi- 


{le that there are a ſort of ſedicious People in England,which all Au- 


_ thority is highly concerned to provide againſt, and He Deſcribes them 


Thus, << Fhere are (ſaith he) ſome Brain-fick People in England, who {erebro þ qui- 
« under the pretence of the Goſpel, bring in all ſorts of diſorder. And 94” 94i ſub E» 
his ſentence is very Peremptory concerning them ; that They ought, nag We nome 
& To be reſtrained by the Avenging Sword, | E _ oo 

Now who theſe People are, who are complained of, as the deftroy-{5/7" wing = 
ers of all order, is not ſurely hard to be conceived : They are the De- #:rorc g1a4io 
Kroyers of all order, who refuſe to be under any, who will own the coerceri, &c.. 
obligation of no Law (as to theſe Externals wherein order alone can 
haye any place) but take it very ill ; chat they are nor teft wholly and 
alcogether to their own Humour and Capriciouſneſs, or what ever elſe 
it is poſſible for them to miſtake for, or to pretend to be their Conſci- 
ence. And now if we think that Uniformity looks like Unity, we hope 
che Glaſſes which we fee this thorough, will be no longer derided, 
when we conſider in whoſe ſhops we found them expoſed to our open: 
view, and we our ſelves were particularly called uponby the chief Ar- 
tificer , to make uſe of Them for this very. particular purpoſe and oc-- 
caſton. Ry; 

But chat Uniformity is a Thing highly to be defied, and by all pofſi-- 
ble means to be endeavoured after and procured, Is a Thing which I: 
ſuppoſe will not bz denyed by that Party which is here chiefly pleaded 
for ; Becauſe that they have with Hands, lifted up to Heaven, ſworn 
Themſelves, and not only ſo, but with all manner of Art and Vio- 
lence, did perſwade. and force eyery. one. they had Intereſt in, or- 
| | EE Power. 
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Power over,'to Swear with them ; That they would endeavour 0 bring 
the Churches of God in the Three Kingdomes, to the neareſt Conjunion and 
UNIFORMITY in Religion, Confefion of Faith, Form of Churth- 
Governmen:, Diredory for Worſhip and C atechiſing. See the Firſt Ar- 
ticie of the Covenant. . 

We have One Arcument more for'Uniformity, and that'is, The 
Horrible Divifions which we have ſeen'to ariſe for the want ofir; and 
here we appeal to the Sober Part of our Adverſaries, who when time 
was, made great Complaints of this very Thing, the fight of the hide- 
ous Hereſtes, Schiſms and Scandals, which did immediately ariſe among 
Themſelves, did make them cry out mightily to their Rulers fora Law, 
ro ſet bounds to the Conſciences of their, own Brethren, Liberty of 
Conſcience is ſowrild a Spirit, as no*Circle will keep in order : And to 
ſpeak the Truth, it is a Contradi&ion to own that pretence, and then 
to offer to ſet any Bounds unto it. 

Bur to draw towards a Concluſion of this Argument, we do verily 
believe, That Uniformity if it were carefully maintained, and dili- 
gently looked afrer, would in a few years recall our Ancient Unity ; 
The People would quickly forger all cheſe Fanraſfics, if it were not for 
theſe ſmall Zerites which are perpetually buzzing them into their cars 
We ſhould quickly fee, that the People would come to the Churches, 
if there were not ſo many Conyenticles te keep them thence ; and if 
they were but uſed for a little while ro come chither, they would nor 
find the Liturgy to be ſuch a fearful Idol, as they have been often told 
of :. And I durſt confidently ſay, That ifa Tryal were made in any 
gathered Church about the Town, and many of our Prayers were 
there repeated wemoriter, that that man would be accounted one of 
great Gitts that could pray ſo ſweetly : It is nothing but unacquaint- 
edneſs which makes them lyable to be fo ſcared, with all thoſe terrible 
and groundleſs Stories. And I here durft boldly-appeal to Thouſands, 
who have fince the Kings Return, gone once or twice to hear the 
Common-Prayer out of Curioſity,and have gone ever after out of Con- 
ſcience ; and have much wondered art and defpiſed their own credulity, 


in that they were eyer brought to entertain ſuch hard jealouſies of ſo 
harmleſs a Thing. et aete dn. 


BY we are told in the next place, That to make Laws in Religious 
Matters eſpecially, (and by the ſame Rule in every thing elle) 1s a 
thing, to ſay no more, perfe&ly inſignificant and: abſolutely uſeleſs, 
For, it i 4 Principle of 4 ſerious render Chriſtian, that be would not do 


any 


A 
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any thing for fear, which he would not out of Conſcience, i. &, As theſe 
words-mulſt fignifie in this place, he will do no more for the ſake of the 
Law, than he would have done without it : And it is adeadly Temprati- 
on againſt the preſent Tnjunitions, that they have a penalty annexed to them, 

Did ever any hear of a Law without a Penalty > was eyer an In- 
jan&ion drawn-vp in-chis form ? Theſe things we do enjoyn you to do; 
and if you do them, ic ſhajl be to you the ſame thing as if you let chem 
alone. Itche Church hath power to command us any thing, we need 
50 no farther than commonſenſe to infer ; That ſhe hath power to pu« 
niſh, if chat be not done which is commanded; and now that the 
Church hath power to make Injun&ions of this nature, We have evi- 
dence enough from the Scripture it ſelf, where we find out Saviour ſo 
far owning this Authority, as that he ſubmitted to ic :-The Feaſt of the 
Dedication was of Inſtitucion purely humane, and yet our Lord obſer C. 
ved it; John 10.22.. Nay farther, our Saviour did not onely obſerve + 


'humane Inſtitutions, where there was no particular command in Scri- 


pture for them ; but he alſo did obſerve fuch as were in outward Cir- 
cumſtances , quite different from what the' Scripture hath appointed 
them tobe in. If this ſeem ſtrange to us, let us look into Exod. 12. 11.. 
where we find che very manner of eating the Paſover plainly preſcri- 
bed to us, to be done 1n a ſtanding-Poſture, and that with all the pun- 
Qual Formality, of their Loyns girt, Shooes on their Feet, and Staves 
in their Hands. Now our Saviour cats it quite otherwiſe, in a Tables 
poſture leaning, without, Loyns-girt, Shoos on his Feet, or Staffin h's 
Hand, in perte& compliance with the Uniform praiſe of that age he. 
lived in. 
Andrthat all good Order and Authority was not buryed wich the Sy- 
nagogue, 1s apparent from St, Paul, 1 Cor. 24.10, Let all things be done Non peteff 
decently and in order, Upon which Calvin : < This which St. Paul Þ4beri qued 
«here requires , cannot be had, unleſs ſome Conſtitutions ( like 4 th Me 
« Bonds ) be added » by which Order and Decorum may be ob-;;/ Conflicuti- 


_ ſerved. onilus tangquans” 
Vinculs, quibus iffe Ordo && Decorum ſerve ur, 


And Melan@hon in his common places, Cap. de politia Fceleſtaſt. 
throughout : ** Take away the Obligation of humane Ordinances, Nec regi nee 
<« Men cannot be governed or reſtrained ; So that ler us afſore our ***reen 2 
« ſelves; that take away the Ordinances of the Church, and the Church 7'? f4 pang 
« jt ſelf is in danger. dliffperis Or=: 

dinationibus Eccleſurſticis periclitarj -—> gon ; 


—* 
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Ioſam vitm Add in the cloſe of that Argument, © Let vs look but into fiumane 
4 245uram bo- © Nature, and Man-kind's way of living, and we ſhall find that it can- 


minum intwed- © not want Ceremonies. 
mur, que non 


foreſt carers Ceremnih & ritibu, ut ſapejem diftum eff, 


But why do we mention particular Perſons ? when if there were oc- 
.caſion to multiply words in ſoclear a caſe, we have the joint confeſſion 
of all the Reformed:Churches ; and he'who pleaſeth co look into the 

* Harmony of Confeſlions, may ſatisfie himſelf at leiſure : We ſhall one- 
ty mention the Bohemian, becauſe it carries its reaſon along with ic. 
C. 8. Sect, 10. P. 12, 

Docent etiam © They do teach likewiſe, That there ought to be a ſet-Conſticuti. 
adminifirario- © On, anda certain Order of Adminiſtration in the Holy Church, For 
r4 con/tizu:is- <© without a Conſtitution and an outward Adminiſtration for Order, 
nem & ordz- « jr cannot poſlibly go well with the Church, as with no other, no not 


nam certum inc . 
Sacr{ Eccleſia © ME leaſt Community. 


raftandum 
, TW, «Abſq, enim Ordinss (onflitutione @& Adminiſtratione externa, non poreſt bono loco eſſe, aut 
bene cum ipſa «gi, ficut & cumnulla alia etiam minima communitate. 


But now ſuppoſe the Church make theſe Laws, how it Inferiors will 
not obey them ? For that Mr. Calvin ſhall be their Judge in his Epiſtle 
to Farel p.g. © This hath always obtained in che Church, which hatch 

Semper hoc in << alſo been decreed by the ancient Synods, that he who will not be ſub- 
Eccleſia v4luit © jet ro the Laws of the publick Diſcipline, ſhould be put out of his 


pu: 7 wo &« Office and Employment. 


decrerum, ut ; 
qui Subjici commank Diſcipline legibus noluerit MONERE ABDICETUR, 


Having now upon theſe ſeveral, and we hope convincing Grounds, 
ſhewed, that che Church ſhould have a power of commandins, and 
conſequently, of Impoſing Penalties in caſe of Diſobedience: We ſhall 
a little return and take ſome ſmall notice of che firſt ground of this his 
Argument. 


| bans 4 tender Chriſtian will not do any thing for fear, which he would 
not out of Conſcience. 


If ch's be intended to repreſent the Galfantry of that Party, 
wh:ch is here pleaded for , as being a company of Heroick Spi- 
rits, 


x 12-91 wth 
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rits , as that they may be perſwaded or encouraged, but are at no hand 
£0 be frighced into any thing : We ſhall then ſay , that we never yer 
ſaw reaſon to believe that they were perſons of ſuch great bravery and 
reſolution: We have heard indeed by one who knew them well(King 
James) That no Deſerts would oblige them, nor no Oaths bind them , bur 
we neyer yet heard, but they were as liable to be terrified as any other 
Mortaſs, We ſuppoſe that Mr, Love may well paſs for one of theſe 
ſerious and tender Chriſtians, and yet Fear preyailed ſo far upon him, 
as to make him acknowledg his great Guilt and unfeigned Sorrow for 
his great Offence, and own thoſe whom he conſpired againſt,as the Su. 
preme Authority, and promiſe all manner of Duty and Submiſſion , in 
hopes of a Reptieve; and that this was not altogether Conſcience, ap- 
pears, in that when they would Reprieve him no longer, he called them 
Rebels and Traitors, Onceagain , Mr, 7enkins too , did recant then; 
and we are more ſure that he did comply then, out of the principle of 
Fear, than we are that his not-Conforming now, proceeds purely out of 
a principle of Conſcience, Nay, did not that whole Party-lay aſide all 
mention ofthe Covenant from Mr. Love's death,till juſt upon the King's 
Reſtauration? Now I ſuppoſe Fear had ſome influence upon them in 
this, as well as Conſcience, Thetruth of it is, they are like Spaniels, if 
they ſeem to love any, it is after they have been ſoundly beaten ; or ra=. 
ther, they are of the baſeſt of all Diſpoſitions, who really love no bo» 
dy, but yet will cringe and fawn upon any one, ſo long as they are a. 
fraid of him, Andif this be the characer of a tender Chriſtian, to do 
nothing for fear, ſure we are, that the tender Chriſtian is (of all plae 
ces) the moſt unlikely to be found amongtt thoſe who talk ſo much of 
having tender Conſciences, 


T: purſuance of the former Argument, we are told, p. 14. That, if 

in liew of propoſing ſuch a piece of Baniſhment to fright the Nonconfor= 
miſts into the late Oath enjoyned in the Att at Oxford, there had been offer- 
ed a Liberty of the Miniſtry, on that Condition, without any Penalty, the 
AF had beey pe haps to pur poſſe, | 


It is to me nota little wonder; thatany one who hath but the face of 
a man, can pretend to complain ,-as if there had been any ſeverity in. 
enjoyning the Oath made at Oxford: And to ſatisfieany , whether that 
which is here called Baniſhmeat, ( :.e. removal five miles from a Cor. 
poration)be a Puniſhment any thing leſs neceſſary for the reſuſing thae 
Oath, there will be little requiſite beſides contny the Oath, _— 


% 


follows in theſe words, v2. 
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A. B. do ſwear , That it is not lawful on any pretence What ſoever , to 

tabe eArms againſt the King ; and that I do abhor that Trayte 044 
poſerion , of taking Arms by His Anthorty againſt Hes Perſon , or againſt 
thoſe who are Commiſſionated by Him , in pxrſuwance of ſuch Commiſſions, 
anl that 1 will not at any time endeavour any eAltcration of Government 
either is Church or State, 


Now it is clear, that this Oath is not an Eccleſjaſt cal , but a Ci- 
' vil Oath, made purety for the ſafety of the Xing's Perſon and Au- 
thority, and was, with ſome addition, in force before; and being refu- 
ſed, the pretence was not any thing of Diſloyalty, ( no, the time was 
not come to profeſs that ) but becauſe there was in it a clauſe for the 
Renouncing of the Covenant ; The Parliament therefore being willing 
to comply, not only with their infirmity , but with their very peeviſh- 
neſs, contrived the ſubſtance of the former Oath without that clauſe 
in it,only binding them to profeſs, That it was not lawful to bear Arms, 
&Cc. ut ſupra, Now the refufal of ſuch an Oathas this, wherein they 
are only required to ſwear, That they will not ſerve this Kizg as they 
did his Father; One would think were Confiſcation of goods, perpetual 
Impriſoament, or Baniſhment,in the proper ſenſe of that Word; when 
lo, itis nothing but the being removed five Miles from a Corporation, 
They who will not promiſe,not to ſubvert the Government, ſhallhave 
the whole Protection of It, with this only Caution taken againſt them, 
That they ſhall not live in ſuch populous places, where they may 
have Opportunity to ſeduce great Numbers every day, to thoſe At- 
tempts which they will not be brought ſo much as to profeſs for to 
diſclaim, And yet even this is not exaRed, as thoſe who walk Londen 
Streets, know well enough ; and now where there: is ſo direkt, ſo rea- 
ſonable, and withal, ſo Merciful a Law; One would think, that inſtead 
of complaining, they ſhould rather expreſs their Gratitude rowatrds 
the King for his ſo wonderful, I had almoſt ſaid ſo: Groundlefs an In- 
dulgence, in not putting in execution this Act,: which is ſo great' a 
piece of his own ſecurity, as it is a reſtraint upon thoſe who will not 


ſo much as Engage themſelves, not'to- Deſtroy hitnand his Govern- 
ment, 


© th next, P, 15 , is a Proje& of our Author's againſt his own 
Brethren ; and that is, to ſerve them as ?ulian did the Primi= 
tive Chriſtians, to keep them ont of every Offict and Employment, And 


ens , By _ ot a A 


UM 


x UM 


\ 
(11) | 
I ſhall thus far yeild to his Advice, as to acknowleds, that if it were 
carefully followed, we ſhould quickly ſee that it would have a very 
good effet. But 'we muſt add, thar he hath puta very odd Complement 
upon His Majeſty and the Parliament in thus repreſenting Them to be 
worſe than 7xlians 


BY the next; p. 17, is infinitely more inexcuſable , he doth there tell 
us how theKing of fapan firſt put to death ever.y may who Was a Chri- 
tian : This not ſerving the turn, he executed the whole Family Where any 
Chriſtian was harbour*d4T his not doing it neither, he cemmanded that buth 
that Houſe where any Chyift. au was found, and the next two Houſes on both 
ſpars of it, ſhould be all put to execution, 


E&And now when he did reaſonably ſuppoſe, that every one who 
reads this'difmal paſſage, had his heart full of horror and dereſtation 
at this ſo barbarous and unexampled inhumanity , he moſt ſpitefully 
inferrs, That this is the courſe which he and his are to expe likewiſe. 


| thy 1 that right hand on your breaſt, weigh what T ſay; You muſt either 
come to Thrs, if you ſee tothe end, 0” you muſt come to an Arconmme- 
dation, 


Have theſe men already forgot how their Lives were ( by the plain 
Known Laws of the Land) every one forfeitto. His 2ſajeſty? And 
how earneſt the Xing was to paſs the eAF of 'Indewnity : How Religi- 
ous he hath been in obſervingit? And when themſelves find the Go- 
verament ſo mild, as they by this ſort.of ſcribling dare ſhow how lit. 
tle they areafraid of it, ſee what manner of returns they make. 
Ought-nSt now ſome other courſe\beſides Mildneſs , be taken with 
them , who ſhall thus' dare to Allarum the Nation, that if he and 
his have not theic Wills, there is approaching the moſt horrid Tyran- 
ny which ever the Sun ſaw ? I dare confidently ſay, That however 
theſe Jealouſies may promiſe their Deſign, in inflaming the people, yer 
themſclves donotin the leaſt believe, that ever ſuch Rigour is intend- 
edtoward them : and if they were more atraid, they would not 
complain half ſo much, bh | | 

Hitherto we have had little but Lamentations and Complainings, that 
thereare in general , Laws and 7»jundtions which they cannot away 


with, 


le But . 
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HT now, p. 18. Weare plainly told what there is in thoſe Laws 
which doth ſo much offend them: Firſt, negatively , Jr «© ee 
the Dignity of the Biſhops , their Lordſhips and Revenues ,, It 1s not their 
Cathedrals, O 'gans, and their Divine Service, in what State and Magni- 
ficence they pleaſe : It is not Common-Prayer , no nor 4ny Ceremony of the 
Church, for all its ſignificancy, if it be but a Circumſtance of Worſhip, and 
no more, that could hinder moſt of the judicious and. ſober Nonconformiſts 

to come over to yon, &cC, | 


Theſe things it ſeems are Lawful , and they can come over to them - 
It were to be wiſhed that they would inſtruc their Proſelytes but 
thus much as they here openly profeſs, and not for ever infuſe diſmal 


jealouſies into the heads and hearts of the people, againſt thoſe things 


which themſelves own ſo perfeRly innocent, and what they can at any 
time come over to : But hath not the irreſiſtible evidence- of Truth, 
here forced them to give up at once no leſs then their whole Cauſe, or 
atleaſt, totake away all manner of colour from it? For ſeeing that 
theſe things are all innocent , What one thing can there poſſibly be al- 
ledged to create any longer ſcruple ? 

Here is a clear Confeſlion , That theſe men are guilty of the moſt 
unreaſonable Schi/m that ever was , orever can be inthe World, be- 
cauſe it is ſuch a Schiſm which is in their own judgments utterly with. 
outany reaſon; For there is notany thing required , but what they 
here profeſs that they can-come over to : The Church exats Confor- 
mity to nothing but what the very Diffenters acknowledg that all the 


| ſoberand judicious men among them can come over to, But are theſe 


men to be eſteemed , or Sober, or Fadiciows, Which {tand out in ſo 
cauſleſs a _ ? which keep up ſo needleſs a. Separation , and divide 
( nor to fay the Church, but) their Native Country, by refuſing to 
do ſuch things which they kyow and own,that they may do,and do them 
very unlawfully. | 

But if theſe things do not keep them out, what doth? For theſe are 
all che things which the Diſpute lies about, Why ? It « theſe Declara- 
tions, Subſcriptions, and Oaths, which you impeſe upon them, &Cc. 

If the former doth not hinder, I ſee no reaſon why this latter 
ſhould , For, if we may do ſuch a thing, why may we not declare 
that we will doit ? If we do believe theſe things, why may we not 
Subſcribe to them ? And whatis the harm of an Oath to a thing which 


hath no harm in it; And as to the [mpolition, that alone cannot alter the 


Caſe, 


A 
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(13) | 
Caſe, For if ſuch a thing ( ſuppoſe a ſignificant Ceyemony ) be in it 
ſelf lawful , then the Magiſtrate by impoſing a ſignificant Ceremony, | 


hath only impoſed that which is a lawful thing, The Law is here noto- 


riouſly and confeſſedly innocent in every particular , becauſe that 
every particular which it doth require, is owned and confeſſed to be 
innocent. 


Ut as for Oaths, we are farther told , That be they taken, or be they 
not taken , they ſign fie nothing. 


We live then certainly ina very mad Age, But of all men, the Pres- 
byterians are the beſt qualified to teach this DoArine, That Oat hs,be they 
taken, or not taken, they ſignifie nothing,. All Europe will bear witneſs,that 
with them they have indeed ſignified nothing. 


A D that, not only becauſe there 15 no hole whereout a man can creep, 


that hath taken a former Oath, but he can get ont of the ſame, or 


find another like it, in any new Oath you put upon him, P. 20. 


At this rate, there muſt be no Oaths at all , Becauſe too many may be 
rempted to break them , but I ſhall not make any longer Annotations 
upon this, becauſe I will not preſume to vie skill with a Paritan:in what 
belongs to the ſhifting out of any Cath, eſpecially if it be a-lawful one, 
I ſhall readily acknowledg, that they are, of all others, the moſt expe-- 
rienced Maſters of that Faculty. 


UT in Confirmation of what went before, we are farther told, 

T hat there is nothing that is a mans duty , or unlawful , before he 
hath taken the Oath, but it remains as it was, after be hath taken it ,. aud 
be will be obl;ged neither more nor leſs, (I ſpeak, as to the thing , not de- 


gree ) whether he take it, or not take it. ; 


The Obligations of Oaths is certainly much ſtronger than this Au- 
thor ſeems here to make it; The thing which was my duty before, if 
once I become ſwornto it , this is a very ſtrait Bond totye me taſter 
to it ; my ſegpis particularly laid in pawn, and God Almighty, beſides a 
Juds, is a Party to exat the thing in that I have ſworn it: Nay, in 
unlawful things, the Oath hath a ſad 04/;gatron , notrto do the tl ing, 
itis true; for nothing can bind me to commit a fin : but alas, by ta. 
king this unlawful Oath , 1 have brought my ſelf into a neceſſity of ſin- 

ning, 


(14) 
ning, letme take which courſe I can; whether do the thing it ſelf or 
break the Oath whereby I ſwore to doit, If the Limitation in the Pa- 
rentheſis (1 ſpeak as to the Thing, not Degree ) were intended to qua- 
life the crudenefs of this (otherwiſe) wild Aſertion , Iam content 
to let it paſs : Iſhall onlyadd , That if we ſhould grant theſe premi(- 
ſes, he could not infer a Concluſion wide enough for his purpoſe, be. 
cauſe his enumeration of particulars is very Lame ; for, beſides, thoſe 
things which are Dury abſolucely, and thoſe which are abſolutely Un. 
lawful , there are a ſort of things of a miaale nature., only Lawful of 
themſelves, but not xeceſſary ; which before the Oath I might have 
done, but after the Oath I muſt do, and this part of the Diviſion 
ought not to have been forgot, becauſe our great Contelt is concern« 
ing theſe things of this middle nature. CONE | 


BUT p..23, 24, the Propoſer (| peaks home I would to God there ad 
. mever been an Oath, beſides the eA ſe ertory Oath, &c, | 


Aud p.25, Indeed an Oath in civil Things, that ts taken of food will, zs 


of moment ;, but an Oath upon Conſtraint we abhor. 


Sure the Wiſdom of all. Nations hath 'been ſtrangely: miſtaken, if 
fo be, that Prom;ſory Oaths /are- not things of very great uſe and 
Obligation: Solomon, among' other-Reaſonsby which he preſſech Obes 
dience to: Kings; 'reckons up this as one ,'and that not the leaſt con+ 
fiderable, in regard of the Oath of God. The Examples ,of this in 
the Scripture, are very frequent, Davidand Jonathan, David tc Bath- 
ſeba concerning So/omon*s Succelſion; tothe Gibeonites,with many others; 
And the indiſpenſable:Obligation of ſuch Oaths, is declared Namb.zo. 
V- 2, If a may vow a Vow, or ſwear. an Oath,to bind the foul wth a bond, 
he (hall not break.or profane his Word , | he ſhall do accor ding to all that proe 
cee aeth out of his mouth. 


V E[l, but this, perhaps if the Oath be taken voluntarily, of our 
own accord: For, inderd, an Oathin Civil things, which us ta» 
ken with a good will, is of- moment ;, but an Oath upon Conſtraint we 
abhor, © 19 3-278 | | _ | 
Then if any will of their own accord ſwear wot ro kill the King,theſe 
may, but atno hand we muſt not compel them xo' it. The Scriptures 
furniſh us with many Examples of impoſed Oaths, by AMoſes, Foſna, 
David, Aſa, Tchoida and Nehemiaþ;8C.2 Chr.15.12,4/a cauſed the peo- 
ple 


UM 


(is) 
ple to come to/Je-ru/alem, and there they made a Covenant to ſeck the 
Lord God of ther Fathers, bur perhaps che people were every one 
of them Unanimous, and deſirous to enter into ſuch a Covenant : 
That is not likely, that there ſhould be ſo immediate , and fo ſadden 
a change, ſeeing that v.3, they had ben for a lons ſeaſon without the trut 
l G14, aud Without Prieſt to teach, and without the Law : And v.13, We 
ſee a plain, and a very great Coercion uſed, And whoſv:wer will not ſeek 
thi Lord God of Iſrael, ſhall be ſl:in, wh:ther he were (mall or great, man, 
0: Woman, Erraio v. 5. Hecarſed the Chief Prieſts, and the Levites,and 
all Iſrael to ſwear that the; world dy according to this wo d, : 

And thus did all the good Kings of 7 44h, as it were eaſie to produce, 
3mprſe Oaths , and that roo in Religious matters ; Now there were 
amonglt them divers certainly of different perſwaſtons,who would have 

| beenglad to have been exempt from thoſe Oaths, as appears by their 
\ feveral Groves and High-places (amongſt which, no doubt, there were 
| ſeveral pious and well-meaning, however delud:d perſons, who 
 mighthave ſaid, We worſhip God according to os Cor/cicares, and 
the beſt of our Light. ) But theſe different Lights and Perſwaffons did 
not hinder thofe godly, as well as wiſe Magiſtrates, from impoſing ſuch 
an Oarh, bur rather it was the grand cauſe or motive of ſuch Impoſiti- 
ons, to diſcover who they were who were of another Perſwaſion, that 
| they might be obſerved, and care taken of them, that they might be 
queſtioned, and, if poſfible, in time reduced, : | 


Y 
3.0 


OP > | 

TT next is a rare Reaſon, why there ſhould be never any mbre 

Laws made , Rauit humanum genus per vetitum; To command 4 

\ thing wherein we were before left free, is enough to Whet our humane nat nre 
xnto oppoſption',, to prohibit it, will make it covered, &c, 

If peopledo grow eager after a thing, meer cauſe there is a Law 
| againſt it, Thereis but one way to prevent d that is, To put 
the i.aw in vigorous execution, I muſt confe ta little Reſtraint 
doth ſomer;mes whet our appetite; and that the vulgar are ſo filly as 
to delire a chins ſometimes meerly becauſe it is forbidden them , and 
we ſhall readily grant that it is thus inthe inſtance he hath given us, 
Thar, if | mc» of the ejefted I, nifters who ave flockt to xow when they 
venture topreach . had liberty to ſay on till they had wearied themſelves 
and Aucrit,s out, we ſhould ſee how the rowling Snow-balls Would melt, 
and, excepting a few of the Eminent of them , their Congregations Would 
quickly grow thin enough. 

Og | we 
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We are eaſily perſwaded . that the people would quickly ſee cauſe 
to grow weary of them, and do very much wonder what it is which 
makes them atall flocked after | How ſuch flat, and empty, and 
wretched Stuff, ſhould ever have the luck to be eſteemed Goſpel. 
preaching, 


P*=* 29. 1 do weril hope in the Lord,T hat there ts nothing in theſe fears 
ard dreadful king of many good mens hearts, about the Diſcipline 
and way of Worſvip in our Church, but a conceit, the Lord Knows, 4 do not 
know, | | 


Is it not therefore very wiſely and Chriſtianly done of the Magi- 
ſtrates , to ſilence thoſe Men who make it their great buſineſs to put 
ſuch fooliſh and odd conceits into the peoples heads, who make them 
to fear, where you confeſs that no fear is? Are theſe men fit to have 
the charge of Souls committed to them , who love to keep their Pro. 
ſelyres all their life-tim2 in Pupillage , under thoſe childiſh and emp. 
ty terrors, which you properly reſemble toGhoſts and Goblins? Things 
which may indeed fright us very much , but it is only becauſe we will 
not be made to underſtand that there is nothing in them : And whereas 
weareadviſed, p. 33. Toro ont ſuch conceptions , we mult {ti[l accept 
our Author's conceſlion , That theſe are conceptions fit to be rooted 
out; and we think, thatif that ſort of Teachers were removed,who 
nouriſh up ſuch ſilly Apprehenſions , theſe jealoufies , as having no 
foundacion, would in a little time, of their own accord, wear all a- 
way. 

The next thing conſiderable, is an Argument for Liberty of Conſci- 
ence upon a Politick Account, That Liberty of Conſcience is the thing 
which always prevails, which ſide ſoever it is of, 


JT was this wich e better of the King in the Warres, pulled down 
the Biſhops, g with the Parliament- Army , afterward pul- 
led up the Parliament, and ſate down and reigucd with Cromwel, p.45. 


Is this the chief Art they have to recommend Liberty of Conſcience 
tothe King's Aﬀections , to lay before Him how it Murdered His Fa- 
ther, proſcribed Himſelf , and fate down with the Uſurper on the Roy- 
al Throne? Sure this is not intended, as that this was a likely way to 
endear it to the King,that it has done ſo much againſt Him: It is ſtrange 


thatthis ſhould be uſed as an Argument to this King and Parha- 
ment, 


UM 


| (17) | 

ment to Eftabliſh any thing , becauſe it was the thing which 
Reigned with Cromwel , and ſhall Etermize that Aortal, ibid. 1 
cannot perſwade my ſelf, that or:e, who only intended to ſup- 
plicace for Fayour, would ever have pleaded ſo unſuitable a Mo- 
tive : I rather, therefore, conſtrue it as a Tacir Threat : This is that 
which Liberty of Conſcience is able to Do ; and if you will not grant 
it, you have felt its force once already , and you know not how ſoon 
ou may feel it again, But of all the things which are here ſaid in 
the behalf of Liberty of Conſcience , I cannot chuſe but (mile, that 
it is here ſaid to Reſtore the King, p. 46. Surely the Church of Z »g- 
land may ſay, without Boaſting , That Her Sons were the trueſt , the 
mot conſtant SubjeRsthe Kizg had : You cannot name any cther Par- 


' ty inthe Nation , chuſe where you will , but ſomething may. be Ob- 
jected, asto their Deviation from the ſtri& Rules of Loyalty, among 


the Nobility, Gentry, Citizens, Conntre)-men ; if there were any who 
were beyond their Neighbours eminently Royallifis, they were like 
wiſe noted as eminently Preſatical: Theſe were the men who made 
every other Government uneaſie, by Diſſenting from, and upon all oc- 
caſions Oppoſing of it: All other Denominations ſet up , courted, 
owned every Uſurping Power, engaged addreſſed,did what they could 
to make an Intereſt, vyhile the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion alwayes held off, 
Theſe were alwayes Praying, Pleading, Plotting for the King ;, when 


_ according to your own Confeſlion, the tender Conſciences vvere plia- 


ble enough to be bent any way , and your Darling, Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, as you are not aſhamed totel| us , made no ſcruple of Conſci. 


Ence, to fit down and Reign with CromWel, 


' +* , Bur it-in Cromwel's time , you were one of thoſe who Enjoyed 


the Liberty of your Conſcience, we are ſure that we could not Enjoy 


the Liberty of ours : Was not Prelacy, as wellas Popery, excepted 
_ _ ir the Infirument of Government, that Liberty ſhould- not Extend to 
that Perſwaſion? Was not the Reading Common- Prayer a thing then 


Prohibited ? and that under no leſs a Penalty than Deprivation, and 
ſometimes Deportation for the third Committing ſuch an Offence 2 


' An Epiſcopal Divine was then forbidden to Preach, or ſo much as to 
' keepa School. Let us remember the Major Generals, and then we 
' ſhall not forget what kind of Liberty of Corſcience that was which 


ſate dowp, and reigned with Cromwel. This is, I muſt needs ſay, a bold 


' way of making a Propoſition to the Kjxg, to tell him of EFrern;zing of 


Cromwel, 
| D Pag. 
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P7 47. We here m:etwith a Query ſo very impertinent to the 
matcer in hand, chat I wonder how it was brought in, The Bihops, 
and Deans, ani Prebends, he thinks, ſhould not have had the Whale p ofitof 
their Leaſes, the Arrears might have been left for publick Accounts, and 
g00d wo: kg. | 
In a Diſcourſe which pretends wholly to Peace and Accommoda. 
tion, I wonder how this comes in, being perfectly Extrinſecal to any 
thing which they ar preſent have any occaſion to plead for, unleſs they 
have a fancy that they cannot ſerve God now according to their Con. 
ſciences, becauſe that the Biſhops , ſeven years ago, were permitted to 
have the Letting of their own Leaſes. | 
But if a Tender Con/cience be that which is afraid of the very appear- 
ance of Sin; How comes it to paſs that they are ſo angry that the 
State did not commit Sacrileds ? Theſe men cannot be content ,if 
the Church doth ever recover Her own , and be but once, as it were, 
expoſtl'minio, rePored to thoſe Rights which they had once Robbed Her 
of. Not to mention Merits, or Sufferings, we only ſpeak of the Juſtice 
of the thing. His Majeſty's Piety is indeed tor ever to be Celebra- 
red, in being thus the Chxrch's Nurfing-Father , it had ſuffered for 
Him, and He ſcorned that Advice which would have had it to Suffer by 
Him, And as for the good works which he fancied that money might have 
been better employed in, Who ſhall ſecure us, that, ſuppoſe the Church 
had loſt ir, it ſhould have been employed wholly in good works ? Was 
not this the very Plea of 7:das, Mrght not This have been ſold for five han- 
dred pence, and given to the Poor ? How Charitable and Publick-Spirited 
are theſe men grown upon other mens Purſes ! 
** Former Sacriledges have been committed upon ſuch plauſible pre- 
*© rences as the Pablick Benefit and Security; butif we conſult things 
*aright, we thall not find that the P-blick ever gained by ſuch courſes, 
© nor do we believe that it evec will; nor indeed is it fic that it thould 
* do ſo. While theſe things continue in the Church , the Publick hath 
* a conſiderable Incegeſt in them : take them away thence, and you 
*© raiſe ſome private Smilies, whoſe turn being now ſerved , the Pub- 
* lick hath no influence upon them any longer, Men may talk of the 
* Common Good, and pretend that; but no man will be an Inſtrument 
* of Sacriledg , without an eye to his Private Intereſt. As the Caſe now 
* ſtands, How much of the Churches Rewvenxe is ſtill payable to the 
* King ? And how much more hath He the Diſpoſal of ? Now thoſe 
**Landsare in the hands of thoſe who are the King's conſtant Depen- 
«© dants; take them away , and you may give them to thoſe who may 
imme- 
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Cc » 
.. immediately turn his Enemies; and if we ſhould make an Obſerya- 

ton upon experience, we might perhaps find , that thoſe who have 
., enjoyed the ſpoils of the Church, have not alwayes ſhewed them. 
3 ſelves the firmeſt Friends to the Crown. But as to that money for 
_ Fines, which the Author ſpeaks only about, we think ic was employed 
” about very good Works: Was not the Repairing of the Twenty 

6 years Loſſes of ſo many Learned, Pious, and Loyal Perſons, of 
*it ſelf a very good work ? The Repairing of Cathedrals, and furniſhing 
* of them, wasa very good , anda very coſtly work : The Redemption of 
** Captives, was a very good work: His Majeſty's Favour was molt 
* humblyacknowledged in a large Benevolence: The re-building of Hou- 
<« ſes, and augmentation of Vicaridges to eighty pounds per annum, was a 
<© good, anda very great work, And to theſe let them add, how much was 


£c 


«abated to the 7exant, of that proportion which any other Landlord 


© would have taken; let us conſider theſe things, I ſay , and we ſhall 
**find, the ſummes of money which came really into the pockets of the | 
<« Clergy at that time , not to have been in any proportion near that 
* which" Envy hath Suggeſted. I ſhall add but one*Conſideration 
.< more, Which I did not-joyn with the reſt ; becauſe, though ic was a 
« great Loſs and Charge to the Church , Ican ſcarce reckon, ro have 
* been a good mock; and that was, the Conſideration, which was taken 
© of the Parchaſers, who of all men had perhaps the lealit rea- 
* ſon to deconſidered; yet ſo generous was the Churches mercy, 
* as ſhe did not only forgive, but reward thoſe who had been the Rob- 
* bers of,and Spoilers of Her Houſes and her Patrimony. 


IE: the next place, p. 49+Our Author thinks that the Covenant ought not 
ÞK to have been renounced , &c, If this care had not been taken, the 
People mſ{ght have had ſome temptation to believe, Tha: the Stare had 
cacitly confeſſed, that the Covenant had had ſome real Obligation : and 
if that were once allowed , the whole Foundation of this Propofition 
had been utterly removed ; ſo greata part ofthe Nation having (as 


| wehave before obſerved ) ſworn to bring the Nation to Unitormiry, 


I: art, Of the Cov. 


This might have been'a Preſident fora violent Faction, or part of 
the two Houſes to impoſe an Oath another time;had not tharpractife of 
theirs been ſo ſolemnly diſclaimed,jit might have been then ſaid,chat this 
had been done by them once before, not only without, bur again{t the 
Kin gs Expreſs Command and __ and that Act of theirs was " 

2 ; 0 


(20) 

ſo much as queſtiomed ; which ſure it wonld have been, had ic not been 
warrantable , eſpecially ſince all who rook the Covenant, have thereizi 
ſworn to defend each other, in the maintaining and purſuing thereof,and that 
they ſhall not ſuffer themſelves Direttly, or Indirefly, &c, to be Divided 
and withdrawn from this Bleſſed Vnion, whether to make Defeftion to the 
contrary part, o- to give our ſelves toa deteſtable Indifferency, or neutrality 
in this Cauſe, 8&c. But ſhall all the dayes of onr life, 2:alouſly and con- 
ftantly continue there'n againſt all Oppoſition, and promete the ſame accor- 
ding to our Power , againſt all Lets and Impediments what ſorver , &Cc. 
See 6 Art. of Cov. The King's Enemies had an Ad of Indemnity, 
but nothing could have ſecured the King's Friends, ſo long as the Co. 
venant was not declared Null, rhe fourth Article lying as a Bond upon 
a conſiderable part of the Nation, to bring al{them to Tryal and Con- 
dign Puniſhment. | , 

Now is itatall credible , that any Nation in the World would al- 
low a great part of the People to believe themſelves to continue un- 
der the Obligation of an Oath entred into, in the time of , and in the 
purſuance of aRebellion; an Oath downright contrary to the ſtand. 
ing Laws and Government, and yet nor fo much as call upon them to 
diſclaim it ? No, ſure all wiſe Eftates would agree to that known ſay. 
ing of Hew-y the Fourth, That He would be ready to make a Peace 
with any of the Leagners , but he Wonld never make any Peace with the 
League. 


P35 54. There are amon? the Non-conformiſts , ſober and Godly meg, 
which are to be compounded With;and there are zealous and Giday which 
are tv be born with, &c, But how are we ſure that ic will not Diſpleaſe 
che Former, that we bear with the Later? We do very well remem. 
der, that there was a time that themſelves wonld not have done it, and 
that they were very angry with thoſe who did Doit., What Compo- 
fiction , or what Toleration will ſerve the turn , we know not; But 
if themſelves will once agree upon it, what it is which will pleaſe them, 
eachandall; they ſhall then know more of Our minds concerning 
Ir, 


For the Later of theſe ſorts, itis propoſed, viz. The zealous and 
giddy , That there may be a Liberty granted to theſe People , for Aſſemb- 
ling according to their Conſtiences, (a rare Contrivance this, that 
there muſt be Publick Liberty to giddy zeal ! ) bxt their Meering-places 
ſouls be open , (that others may turn giddy , by beholding the:r gid- 

dineſs ) 
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dineſs) that /o if they ſpeak any thing againſt the State, thire may be ſume 
ready to bear witneſs of it : Alas, How eaſte is it to Couch Sedition in 
words very innocent of themſelves, ſo that the Law ſhall not be able 
to take advantage over them , and yet the Auditors ſhall very well 
underſtand their meaning ! But if this be not Caution enough, we 
have one more, That noman be ſuffered to ſpeak there, who is nat Forty 
years of age, at leaſt Thirty five, Now theſe two cautions he ſup0- 
ſerch will render C onventicles very harmleſs. And truly we like them 
only thusfar, as they have ſomethirg of a Rule in them ; for the lcffer 
Libetty they have, the leſſer harm they will do, the more a Conven- 
ticle is bound up, the leſs it is it ſelf, and conſequently, the leſs Miſ- 
chievous : But we doubt, that this C aution will not bz ſufficient ; be- 
cauſe, when men arrive to thoſe years, they may perhaps be more 
waty, but not at all the leſs Dangerous. But why may not ſome of 


' thoſe, whom this Rule Excludes, reply upon this Propoſition , T hat 


He who makes it, is himſelf a Borderer upon Antichriſt, And that His 
Feet ſtand upon the very Brink of Baby/on : He hath in im fo plaina 
Tang ofan Impoſing-Spirit. Muſt the motions of the Spirit exſpeR, till 
he arrives at Forty ? Hath not a man a Conſcience, and that a ten- 
der One, till he is Thirty five years old ? Muſt precious Gifts wa:c 
til we are of ſuch an Age ? What is this but a Contrivance of Man , 
a plain Iſſue of a Carnal Spirit ? Liberty of Conſcience ought to be 
left to its own Liberty, or it cannot poſſibly be called by that Name. 
Doth the Scripture tie us up to ſuch a year ? And who ſhall dare to 
Impoſe, what Chriſt hath left free ? What ever anſwer you would re- 
turn to ſo wild a Diſcourſe, think upon and try, whether ic would ngt 
juitifie the Vaviſtrates proceeding altogether as well as your own}; 
you will find, there is a necellity of a Rule, and then your preat pre- 
rence foreach private Conſcience, ftating its own Libe-:ty , is utterly 
and unavoidably laid aſide and gone. 


UT p. 651. He readily foreſees, that a much greater Latitude 
than himſelf intends, will be apt to get in at this wide door of L:- 

bert y of Conſcience, and therefore he takes care to ſhut it againſt the 
Pap./ts. There is nothing more plain, than that if theſe Arguments 
of his are valid, they conclude for the Papilis and the Turk tco, It 
any one of them be a man of Conſcience, and that in his Rel:gicn heat 
according to it, Byt the Parliament will provide Well enough 18 that mat= 


ter, P.62, 
No 


22 

No doubt they will, but we oy ſure that they cannot poſſibly do it 
but by doing that which this whole Book is deſigned againſt, viz. In 
impoſing Peralties in matters of Religion, and exaAing thoſe Penalties 
too, although thoſe whom they exa& them of, ſhould happen to be 
really Conſcientious. 


Aze 66. Wemeet with ſome Propoſals to alter divers of our Cji- 
P vil Laws, As Enfranchiſements of Servile Tenures, enjoyning every 
ore to buy his own T ythe, and the money [aid ont in #lebe, a Regiſter of E- 
ſtates, Tenderneſs toward Conſciences, 


Theſe are fine projets, and if the Author thinks it worth his waile, 

| he may deal with thoſe who are molt concerned in his deſigned altera- 

tions; but the firſt of them makes us doubt, that the man may be encli. 

ned to be a LZrveller, and ſo we leave him to the mercy of the Land- 
lords, 

But theſe Inventions do delight our Author ſo very much, That he 
thinks that they alone are ſecurity enough for the Everlaſting Peace of 
the Nation, and they are enlarged upon, as if the man really thought 
that there were ſomething in them, For, when things are brought a- 
bout, as he hath contrived, then there muſt needs for ever after, be 
amongſt us a calm and a fnoſt ſerled Peace : For .ſaith he, zyhere there 
are no hopes from Innovation, no body will go about to make it;, But when a 
People have all that can be had &c, then there Will be no hopes from an In- 
n-vation, Ergo, When theſe things are taken into Conſideration, then ſhall 
our Government of Monarchy in this Land, ( leaving the Perſons of our 
Succeſſive Sovereigns unto Providence and their Chances ) be out of danger 
for future Generations, | 

What is here meant by ( leaving the Perſons of our Succeſlive S0- 
vera'gnsunto Providence and their Chances ) Iwiſh our Author had 
farther expiained himſelf; But as for his contrivance to ſettle things at 
that paſs, that no body ſhall have hopes from, nor deſire to, an Innova- 
tion; I dare ſay that this Gentleman is no States-man, in that he ſuppo- 
ſeth ſuch a thing ſo much as poſlible ; this thing is only then to be ho. 
ped for, when there will be no Ambitious, no Revengeful, no Diſcon- 
tented, no Poor, no Miſtaken man in the Nation. There will be always 
thoſe who wiſh for a Change, becauſe that there will be always thoſe, 
whoſe preſent condition is not altogether ſo ſplendid as they could 
wiſh it to be: In the moſt happy Times, ſome will really be, more will 
fancy themſelves to be, unhappy. 


Our 
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_* Our Anthor ſome pages backwards, tells ns, That if he is miſtaken in 
the Argument he there proſecutes, he will put up his Table- Book, and 
make no more Obſervations from F xpyrience, Truly I ſhall even give him 
leave ta do fo, ſeeing that he hath learnt no more from it, than to be- 
lieve that Innovators are in earneſt, when they profeſs that they take 
up Arms only for the common good, 


T3 Propoſals heing over, There isa ſons pitiful Addreſs, the 
ſumm of all that-which it is founded upon, being p: 7.2. Do you 
krow that many of theſe things are really againſt mens Conſcience? and 
world you indeed have any ſuch to do them, though they be (0? 


If theſe things are really,and in good earnelt againſt their Conſcien- 
ces, we are ſorry for it, and ' do not know how to help it, but them- 
ſelves do, or when they pleaſe may doſo: In the mean time, why 
ſhould not this Author joyn with us, in Condemning thoſe Preachers 
which infuſe ſuch needleſs jealouftes into the Peoples heads, which 
himſelf confeſſeth (as we have often obſerved) that there is no real 
cauſe for? Himſelf confeſſeth that they are not more panick, than emp- 
ty terrors; he reſembleth them to the fear of Fairies, and ſuppoſeth 
that there is nothing in them, But, Whicti, now think we, ſhould pgire 
place ? The publick Law, or the private Cenſciences? eſpecially in our 
Caſe, where the Apologiſt owns the Law as tothe matter, to be in the 
right, and verily believes that the Conſcience as to the ſcruple is in the 
wrong. But what is now to be done as the Caſe ſtands? The Cym- 
mand is only to a Lawful thing as it hath been often granted, but it is 
believed to be unlawſul : I ſhall anſwer this which is the grand fu-da- 
mental dubr, cut of the words of one cf the chief Ring-leaders cf 
that Party, (and for his ſake, I hope they may meet with a fais Recepti- 
on) Mr, Baxter in his Diſpuracions ab-ut Church-Government, Chap. 
"I5. P. 483. !f we do throrrl Weakneſs or perve-ſneſs, take Lawful 
things to be unlawfr:l, that will not excuſe us in our d:ſobed ence, our error 
% os fin, and one ſin will not excuſe another ſin; & paulo polt, 1t is their 
own erring judgment that intang 'eth them in a neceſſity of ſianins till it be 
changed. with much more to the ſame purpoſe, in that whole Chapter 
throughcur, 

But after all this Diſpute, ſupp: ſe at the laſt that it ſhold not be 
Conſcience,and in mary cf their Leaders, we have great evidence, that 
itisnot ſo. At the conference at Hampton Cont before King Famer, 


Dr. 
) 
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Dr. Reyn:11s, Mr. K newftub, Mr. Chatterton, did clamour as loud about 
Conſcience as any now do,or can. But whenthe Arguments upon which 
their Conſciences pretended to be founded, were to their own Con- 
viction, all weighed and anſwered, there was then deſired an Indul- 
g-nce for ſome few worthy and ſober men, becauſe of their Credir : 
Ard are we ſure, that Credit bath nothing to do in this Cafe? Men 
are [oath to uſe theſe Ceremonies, leſt they ſhould loſe the Credit of 


that zeal, which hath formerly ap;cared ſo much againſt them, 


BY p 77. Itis mt the ſeverity of Laws that can co anything with 


the mind, thi gh it may with the outwa*d man: Force may mak? men 
Hypocrites, not Converts, to 4 Faith which u enj»yned, &C, 


T.mor pena- To this we 'anſwer with St, Auſtin, If it doth not remove 
gn «1 non- the Error, yet ic may prevent its ſpreading. If it doth not ueter- 
11abev'e hs ly rake away the Cauſe, yet it hinders moſt of its miſchievous 
d-l-Autionn EffeRts: And in a little time, it may do the other too : Here- 
{ultemintra fieis not ſeared ſo ſolely and altogether in the Mind, but St. Pax/ thinks 
c/auitra cogt- fit to rank it among the works of the Fleſh, it hath ofren-times no ſub. 
tat:9n's coercet [imer Motives, than many other of the moſt ſenſual Tranſgreflions 
m/am cupidi- Gotward Conſiderations, are very frequently its cauſe, and may ſome. 


tatem Aug. . . 
cout ali, times be its Cure, And this our Author Himſelf aſſures us of, Thar 


Petilizni. Lib, this is the beſt way to fetch in others, who certainly will grow weary at 
2. Chap. 83. the long run, wh:n they ſhall have woi k provided, but no Benefice, till they 
 Confo-m: On: of his own Projefts d:pends upon this, that the having 
no'Benefice, will be a moſt effetual means to make them in time, 
willing to Conform, 1 ſhall only add to th s, that theſe are very bold 
Beggars, who whilſt they are pleading for Indulgence and Moderati- 
on, cannot forbear to throw out threatnings. /f the Biſhops will not ,&Cc, 
They may write dows in the Books of What ſhall hereafter befall them, o- 
niti meliora p, & c. 
This is fomething of the Strain of Aarti Fanior, We have ſought 
to advance this Cauſe of God, by humble ſuic ro the Parliament, 
& c. Seeing now, the means uſed by Us have not prevailed, if it 
come in by that means, which will make all your hearts to ake, blame 
your ſelyes, Bancrof. out of Mart. p.' 144. Dangerons Poſitions and 


practiſes, 
There is one Conceſſion behind, which weare to thank our Author 


for, that He ſeems p. 86, 87,to hold tt unlawful to expect Deliverance 


from any, but the King: We deſire only to know whether all the 
Party 
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Party which He pleads for,be of that mind too. Mr. Hickey afſures Us, 
that your Predeceſſors were ofthe opinion, That their way was to be 
ſet up whether Her Majefty or the State will or no. Hooker Pref. out of 
Martin, p. 28. and inthe King's large Declaration, concerning the Tu- 
mults in Scot/and,p.409, We meet with ſeveral of their poſirions laid 
down,amongſt which, This is one,7t is Lawful for Subjefts ro make 4 Cc- 
venant and Combination Without the King,and to enter 1xto a Band of Mu- 
tual Defence againſt the King, and all Perſons whatever , and yet there 
were Two Acts of Parliament at that time in force, which deelared 
all fuch contrivances puniſhable with Death. 

And we do not at all doubt, but that if we had a mindto it, we could 
Sive one confiderable Inſtance within the Memory of Man, how this 
whole Parcy here pleaded for,did unanimouſly; and with great Vigour 
liſt themſelves apace, did contribute their Perſons, Prayers and Purſes, 
toward the forming and maintaining ofan Army, to ſay no more, 


not raiſed by the K:xg. It doth theretore highly concern theſe People 


publickly to diſown their Predeceſſors, and their own Principles and 
PraQices,or elſe they cannot expe to be believed in This, ſo ſeemins- 
ly Loyal a Concetlion, That it zs nnlawful ro expect deliverance from any 
but the King. 

I do not remember any other paſſage in this Propoſicion, to be 
at all Confiderable ; only one Notion he hath,which is ſcattered up and 
down his Book, that Pexa/ties and Rigour doth but alienate their minds 
farther from us, whereas Indulgence would work upon their AﬀeRi- 
ons,and by degrees upon their Judgments. Now on the other ſide, we }. 
think, and that upon the Grounds of Experience, as well as Reaſon, 
That there is not good nature enough in them for kind uſage to work 
upon;of this we ſhall give one, bur that ſhall be a moſt convincing Evi- 
dence. The Kings Majeſty, immediately after his moſt happy Reſtau- 
ration, being delirous to ſatisfie ſo many of all Parties, as did not re- 
ſolve for ever to remain unſatisfied, did accordingly give ſo much re- 
ſpe to the clamours then made againſt the Litzygy, as to order a re- 
view of it,But withal did, by his Declaration ſet forth about that affair, 
deſire,that ſo many of Them as would be though: Conſcientious, or 


peaceable, would in the mean time read /o much of the Liturgy, as 


rhemſelves had no Exception againſt : an eaſie requeſt one would think . 
Read only ſo muchas you have no Exception againſt : Here Conſci- 
ence ſure could not be pretended, when their own Conſcience ( nay 
their very jealoufte ) was the only Rule which was ſet Them to walk 
by, yer they Rood it out, only becauſe there was no danger in ftand- 


ing 
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ings: out andafrer all,the At of Uniformity brought many of the fier- 
ceſt to read the whole of that, of which before they: could not be 
brought to read a ſyllable - {q much 4s a.Layy more. available than an 
Indulgence: Andas many did come in that Bartho/omrgwW-ride, ſo\bad 
there not been ſo great expeRarion of a Toleration ) we have reaſon to 
believe, t hat many more would have come in. 


| E have now Confideredevery paſſage in this Treatiſe, which 

ſeews to be any way Varerial ,” and muſt take leave to pro- 
feſs that we are not able to gueſs whar it is which this Author really 
would have; and we farthec believe, that he himſelf cannot tell us: 
Nor need we deſire the Laws to continue in force any longer, than 
till the Tender Conſciences can agree what to have inthe {ted of 
chem. The Penner ſeems in one place, to be one of the moſt Mode- 
rate,and nor to deſir e the removal of our pe Contnroge,on: only 
a temporaryIndulgence toward ſomePerſons, whom hethinks very well 
of as being in his Opinion, men ſober in their Judgments and in their 
Lives, only they have got ſome odd Jealouſies in their Heads , which 
though the Apologiſt,is verily perſwaded, tha? thry have nothing in thens, 
vet he would have the men þorn with, 2s being otherwiſe good men, 
and beſides he thinks, that by this means there is great hopes, that Liber- 
ty, and Cuſtom may in time prevail over theſe acknowledgedly 
Sroundleſs fancies. This is his ſenſe, p. 18. 29, 74. &c. But 4 
Law, with an Indulgence annexed to it, 1S fe/o de ſe : It may ſomething 
be reſembled tro Nebwcbadnezzar's Image, whoſe feer were partly 
Iron, and partly Clay: (:.e.) as Daniel there interprets it, ſuch a 
Kingdom ſhall partly be ſtrong,and partly broken;and as it is there ſaid 
that the Iron ſhall not mix with the Clay, fo it will be here, the Confor- 
miſts and Non-conformiſts ſpall never care to joyn,or be heartily brought 
to love one another:the difference of Judgment doth unavoidably ſlide 
intodiftance of afefion, and from the profeſſion, we are naturally 
brought to millike the Perſons who are of it. 

Beſides to Relax a Law upon the account of Conſcience, or the 
precences of a higher degree of Purity in the ſame Religion, is as 
mnch as to Proclaim the Difſenters, to be the moſt really Conſcienti- 
015 : That thoſe who do Conform, are meer Formaliſts, Time-ſervers, 
compliers with that which is uppermoſt , but the Non-conformiſts ſhall 
be taken for the Sincere men, who walkaccording to Light,and to keep 
che Goſpel pure without the mixture of humane Inventions : And this 
alone will be a very great Temptation to many an honeſt, but weak 
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man, who hath more-Zeal than knowledg, to Enrol himſelf among 
rhoſe Men, who are allowed to differ from the Religion of the State 
upon the pretence of higher Purity, and greater attainments. 

But becauſe thar this Propoſal pretends to be made very much upon 
hopes , that by this means, the differences will in a ſhort rime, be 
brought to ceaſe of their own accord : We deſire therefore to Know, 
how long he would have this crime of Tryal laſt; or will he yield, thar 
if this courſe doth fail, as to this promiſed effeR, that after ſuch a rime 
is paſt, weſhall have recourſe to our old Laws again ; and for the pre- 
ſent, I wiſh it were Stated now, how far he would have this Indulgence 
reach : And that we knew certainly, what were 4 render Conſcience. 
Shall it be ſufficient to pretend a Scruple at the Law ? or is there any 
other Rule to know this by ? Or muſt we believe every one who ſaith, 
he doth ſcrupleit : St. Perer ſays, There be ſome who ſpeak, Lies in Hy- 
peerifie, becauſe of advantage : Who now ſhall diſtinguiſh, unleſs there 
be ſome other Judge, belide the party concerning whom thisqueſtion 
mayatiſe? I deſire farther to know, whether this pretence ſhall reach 
abſolutelyand univerſally to all ſorts of Conſciences,and all manner of 
pretences ofthem, or elſe Limitedly, and Reſtrainedly to ſuch a ſort 
or number of them, And we would fain know certainly, what thoſe 
ſorts, kinds and numbers are.Let our Author pitch upon which of theſe 
rwo Members of che Diviſion he pleaſech, and then try if with either 
of them, he' can bring his whole Party to ſubſcribe: This we all de- 
fire to have, and thus much we will be content with z we are ſure thar 
the SeRaries will not be content with one; and we are ſure that the 
rime was, when the Prestyrerian, would not endure che other ; And 
this very Author ſeems much Divided in the Points : one while,he ſeems 
only for an accommodation between Us and the ſober Proteſtant, by 
which ſoft phraſe he underſtands the Presbyterians, and while he is in 
this mood, heexplodes the wildneſs of the Setary, and compares hin: 
ard the Papijt to the upper and nether faW of Deſtruftion, opening her 
Month upon Vs, P.7. 

Bur in another place, he is plainly of another mind, pleading earneit- 
ly and openly for that Liberty of Conſcience, which [ate a;wn and Rexgn- 
ed with Cromwel, p. 4.5. and that we know w.is down-right SeRariſm , 
now it js but reaſonable for us to demand, which of theſe rwo Pleas he 
would ſtick te; both he cannot have, becauſe they are Inconſiſtent, 
and if the Law would conſent, yet theſe rwodiſtant Pleas will nor,can- 
nor agree, bur muſt neceſfarily everthrow each other. 

It highly concerns all thoſe who are for making Alterations in T.aws 
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and. Governments, to conſider what it” is they are about, 
and whether their preſent contrivances are like to carry. them., 
leſt they unawares bring things to ſuch a paſs, which them- 
ſclves will be moſt ſorry to ſee them art, OF all Projets, Innovation 
doth moſt often fail the hopes conceived of ir, The _ being 
frequently aſhamed betore they come half way to the end; and it muit 
needs always beſo, becauſe ſucha work is not to be carried on, but by 
creat-mulrtirudes of ſeveral Incereſts and Inclinations, the greateſt parr 
of which muſt neceſſarily be diſappointed, and conſequently diſcontent- 
ed, and ſo many unforeſeen a do perpetually ariſe, in a buſineſs 
of this nature, new people and. new principles coming every day in 
Play,that the Firſt beginnings are become utterlyat a Loſs,they are im- 
mediarly out-gone and preſently after Jaid aſide. But not to carry this 
obſervationfarther than our preſent buſineſs, the Presbyterians and the 
S$:& aries, however they may joyn now in the making of this Propoſiti- 
on, let it de but once granted, and they ſhall immediately differ upon 
the nature and bounds of it: late experience hath givenus abundant Evi- 
dence, thar neither of theſe, have reaſon to truſt one another : The one 
only meaning to change us into another ſort of Government: The latter, 
not enduring any ſuch thing : All Zxrope is witneſs, that nothing bur 
the fear ofa common Enemy, or a common Force over them, is able ro 
_ the Godly of all Fudgments from running foul one upon ano- 
ther. 

It we ſhould now aska Presbyterian, if he would be willing to be ac- 
counted acceflary to the infinite number of Hereſies, Schiſms and Scan. 
dals which will immediatly, and unavoidably ariſe, if every one be left 
to walk according to their own Light and Conſcience, he will anſwer, 
Far beit from him, to be guilty of ſo horrid a thing,he hach Covenant- 
ed, Preached, Writren, bore Teſtimony againſt, ſo ſinful and Intolerable 
a Toleration. And owthe other hand, go tothe Se&Xayy and ask him, 


« Is this your meaning, only to change our Form of Government, for 


another you like better of ? he will anſwer, no by no means: They 
areall alike of humane Invention, ant ſo alike blameable,; beſides, 
they will abhor to be oppreſſed by thoſe of their own Party, while they 
Ac bur in purſuance of their common Principle; and this you ſhall 
have more tully, in the words of the common Champion and Patron 
ofthem, both about this very Argument and concerning the Presby- 
rerians, Had not they (vis. the Presb. ) Iaboured but lately under the 


weight of Perſecution? ard wat it for them to fit heavy apon others? Is it 


Tngennors ro 4th, Liberty, axd to give it? what greater Hypecrifie than 
| fer 
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where you can. 

After this, itis needleſs ſure to give you another Inſtance of ther 
rigour, indeed of their Inhumanity , but yet we muſt do ir, ro ſhew 
their conſtant temper. Depoſing of Kings comes bur ſeldom, therefore 
we ſhall ſee what private men are to expetfrom them ; They have re- 

; fuſed ts admit to the Communion, or te pray for people lying on their 
Death-bed, only for not taking the Covenant ;, have declared \ Mo all Non- 

| - ſubſcribers were Atheiſts: Theſe mild inoffenſive people, who mult 
be dealt fo tenderly with, becauſe of their weakneſs, have preached 
it publickly, That Epiſcepacy muſt not only be pulted up, but the Bi- 

| ſhops muſt be hanged up before the Lord, and that the bloodieft and ſharp- 
VY  eft War was to be endured, rather than the leaft error in Doltrine, or in 
Diſcipline, See the large Declaration concerning the Scors, p. 404. 

| And how the Magiſtrate is particularly concerned to reduce theſe 
men to order, appears from the Inſolences they have committed and 
defended againſt him, when they have been cited to appear before the 
King and His Council, for ſome of theſe ſeditious Preachments, 5. e. 
” __ commanded to appear before the King and Council, they re- ,,,,, . _ 


| « fuſed with a diſdain/u] kind of contempr, alledging that P Hlpts rerejuſſi faſti- 

| « were exempt from the Authority of Kings and Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, dioſo quodam 
© were ſubject not to the Authority of the Prince, but to the Presb+- EE 

p . Wit, 

| pag tery.Canbaen Eliz, P. 361, quaſi Pulpita 

: | ED; a Regum An- 

| | tho; itate efſent exemyta ; & Eocleflaſtici non prineipis Imperio ſed Presbyterio ſub:ſſent, 
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. And amongſt other, this was plainly averred in the Caſe of 
Mr. Andrew Melvin, who being cited before the King and His 
Council, declined their judgment, affirming that what Was ſpoken 
in the Pulpit, ought firſt tobe tryed by the Precbytery, and neither King 
mor Council might in prima inſtantia meddle therewith, though the 
Speeches were Treafonable. Spotſwood, P. 330. 

Bur thar King is concerned as much as his Royalty is worth, to pro- 
vide aggpinſ theſe men, will appear by ſixteen of their publick and 
owned Poſitioxs, all tro be met with in the forementioned Kings rear 
Declaraticu, concerning Scottiſh Tumults, 407.&c. of which we4ingle 
our theſe. 7th poſ. The Aſſembly ts independent, either from King or 
Parliament in matters Ecclefiaſtical. pol. oth It is lawful for Subjefts to 
make « Covenant and Combination without the King, and to enter into a 
Bond of Mutual Defence againſt the King and all Perſons Whatſcevcr. 
poſ. 11th. If Subjets be called befort the King and Corncil for any miſde- 
meanour, If they who are called, de any way conceive that the matter for 
Which they are called, deth concern the Glory of Ged, or the good of the 
Church, thew they may appeal from the King and Council to the next Ge- 
eral Aſſembly and Parl ament ; and in the mean time before their appeel; 
are heard or diſcuſſed, they may diſobey the King and Council. pol. 12. 
That when the King « intreated to indift aGeneral Aſſembly,it is not that 
there is any need of his indittion, but rather to d» him honour, axatyg beget 
countenance to their proceedings. pol. 14. An Aſſembly mey abrogate Atts 


of Parliament, and dircharging Subjetfti of their obedience to them,if they 
any way refleft on the buſineſs of the Church. pol. 15. The proteſt .tion f 


Subjetts againſt LaWs eſtabliſhed, whether it be made Coram Judice, or 
Non Judice, before the 7uages or the People,geth void all obedience to thoſe 
Laws, and d\ſchargeth all the Proteſtors from any Obligation to live under 
them, before ever th'ſe Proteſtations and rhe validity of them ſhall come to be 
diſcuſſed before the Competent f ages of them, nay, althowgh they be repelled 
by the Fudge, before whom they Were made. And this they taught 
their Proſelytes to do often in the Market-place, and ſo they diſ- 
charged themſelves and one another from any Law as often as 
they pleaſed. poſ. 16. A number of men being the greater pars of 
the Kingdom, may do any thing which they themſelves conceive to be 
conducing to the Glory of God, ana the good of the Church, notWich- 
ſtanding any Laws ſtanding in force to th: contrary, p. 413. large 
Declaration. 

Having now done with theſe, the toleration of the Sets will I hope 


be d fpatched eaſily. The Mother Se beins laid aſide, the leſſer under | 


ones 
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ones will not hope to ſtay behind : And ſurely if che Magiſtrate love 


Religion or himſcif; hewill not be perſwaded*to tolerate theſe nei-. 
ther. Firſt, for Religion, who ſeeth not that this Artifice makes Re- 
ligion weak and deſpicable by the being crumbled into ſo many pieces ? 
it renders it moſt ridiculous by being ſoexpoſedrto all ſorts of dotage; 
and impoſture, What can poſlibly give unbelieversa more jnſt and fre- 
quent occaſion of ſcornthan this, that every one who hath but a freak 
in his brain, . ſhall aye free liberty if he pleaſeth, ro Chriſten it a mo- 
tion of Spirit? when every thing that is moſt extravagant, muy have 
Licence at pleaſure to recommend it ſelf as a degree of farther Light. 
Here we ſhall ſee n en Þakjrg all day, as if the Spirit came ro them in 
Convulſtons ; there we fhall ſee them run naked about the Streets as if 
with the Old Man they had pur off all degrees of Modeſty. But theſe 
things cannot perfely be deſcribed, becauſe they may vary every mo- 
ment, no man living being able to tell how many more abſurdiries this 
may come to in the yery next moment. Whether the SeRs be fit to be 
tolerated, can only then be reaſonably determined, when we are cer- 
tain how many, and what they are, Andas to the outward part of the 
Magiſtrates care in this buſineſs, who ſhall ſecure us, that this Liberry 
of Conſcience may not. ina while be pleaded for, as to moral tr an/preſ- 
ſions? alſo accotding as the Light doth farther encreaſe upon them, 
Laid quod ae furtis qu0q;, & adn lterits & homicidits inter Anabaptiſtas 
& Libertines Duaritur an ſcelera ſint? Bezade Heretics a Magiſtratu 
puniendis; p. 118, What a pitiful reſtraint & a Law to a man who 
hath « Vifon ? tell him of an Ac of Parliament, he comes full fraught 
with the mine of God; nay, what ſhall the moſt expreſs preceprt in all 
the Scripture ſignifie to one who is got above the di/penſation of the 
Letter ? Let us remember the Anabapriſts in Germany, no men meeker 
at firſt, none bloodier at laſt. S$leiden. £16. 10. p. 247. 

Now that the Magiſtrate will find himſelfto be highly concern'd what 
opinions any numbers of men ſhall once come to proteſs in his Dom;nicns. 
1s hence evident, becauſe that Opinions have a very great influence upon 
AFons :; He who is allowed to raiſe a Se, hath a very fair opportuni- 
ty put into his hands of making himſelf Head of ſuch a Party, and by be- 
ins permitted to have their Conſciences,he will find it no hard mater, 
to have their Per ſexs and their Par ſes at his own diſpoſal roo. Hence it is, 
though ſome Princes have been ſometimes forced to ſuffer diſſenters 
from the Eſtabliſhed Profeſſion ; ( by reaſon that they were ſo nume- 
rous,or ſo ſubtle,that they could not £0 about to fuppreſs them withour 
diſcovering how unable x Au were to do ſo) yet they always looked up- 
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on ſuch Niſſenters, as the next door to Enemies, andaccordingly had 
perpetual eye and guard upon:them, as thoſe who were of all other 
tle moſt likely to be the Authors, or occaſion of the next diſturbance, 
Ir is a great miſtake, to imagine that Sets are things to be deſpiſed, be- 
cauſe that men'of Parts and Breeding are not eafily nor uſually the firſt 
which are ſeduced by them ; we ſhall grant that its beginning, nay, and 
its greateſt growth are amongft the meaneſt people, thoſe whoſe for- 
runes are low as their underſtandings; bur perhaps it may not end 
there neither ; bur like a Peſtilence which may begin in an obſcure 
Alley, and yer.in a while no part of the Cicy or Kingdom may be 
free from it ; Beſides, are not the vulgar People the Hands and Inſtru- 
ments which the greateſt muſt always make uſe of? and a Deception 
got amongſt them, may by a little Connivance multiply ſo faſt, as to 
be able to diſpute for Superiority,and inftead of longer demanding an 
Indulgence, they may ina little time retuſe to give one; and by how 
much the ordinary ſorts of People are leſs maſters of Reaſon, by 
ſo much -the eaſier may they be ſet on in thoſe courſes, which are 


abſolutely unreaſonable, 


The ſafety of all Governments doth Depend upon This, That it 
is certainly ſtronger than each ſingle Perſon; and for all ſorts 
of Unions and Joyning Heads and Fotc2s together, that There be 
no ſuch Things, but under the Guidance of the Magiſtrate, and by 
His appointment : And then be the Diſcontented Perſons never 
{o many, yer ſo long as They have »o way of U»iting,. They are 
but ſo many ſingle Perſons, Scattered, Weak and Infignincant, 
having no means of any Common Councel, They can never joyn 
in any Common Deſign. But let them once have any one 
Phraſe, to know one Another by, any ſerled Place for their con- 
{tant Meetings, and a Set and Known Company for Them to 
Meet with, or any Bond whatever, which doth Unice Them, and 
They preſently become a DiF$int People and begin ro be Dange- 
rous, as having an Intereſt and Counſels of their own, which 
th: Government is not the Manager of, nor Privy to ; but ſhall 
quickly find it felf highly concern'd, by all means to pro- 
vide againſt. And this is the Foundation of that advice which 
Mecenas gave to Anguſins, At no hand to endure Thgſe who 
attempted to bring in zew ſtrange por/hips into the State, Dion. 
Caſſ. Lib. 56. /. 1, 52. p. 561. in Edit. Steph. For frgm thence 
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ſaith he proceed. * 'Some Confederations, Conſpiracies, and * 7 i © 


Aſſociations, things certainly which the Government had need to be 77,7 rk 12 


much aware off, And it is a very vain thing to Imagine, that thoſe who » mire y 4 


» 


. . . Mc » HV; i[- 
profeſs ſuch great niceneſs of Conſcience, whatever their opinions \,\,i*, 4; 


be,they will uſe none bur lawful wayes to promote them : Et is rather {ms # me? dos 


true, that they will reckon all wayes lawful, by which it is poſlible, that ee, ork 
they may promote them, | | nds bras. os 
Let it once be permitted to crafry, aRive and ralking men, to Inſtil! {ve/woe « #* 
into the minds of all ſorts of people the neceſſity, uſefulneſs, , or the Son obs | 
rare excellency of any one thing, or Contrivance whatever beyond all *n «wir mx 4x1 
that which the preſent Laws and eſtabliſhment doth provide for : and is nn 
not here amoſt readily prepared matter for any bold Bontefen to work <raxeiteny ane 
upon,who will take upon himto help the Nation immediatly to this ſo ;4rnn nh, 
fine a thing : Hath not any ſuch underrtaker, a vaſt and already formed 4 oroures ine 
party in all parts of the Nation? Let him bur repreſenc it to them, that 1947 2i210m5e 
the preſent Government is the only rub which is in their way between ko ix E 
them and this their ſo fancied happineſs, and what will be a conſequent Macenaris «r«- 
reſolution; but ler us remove thar obfjacle, ſo publick a good is much _ Hy 
to be preferred ſure before any particular form or family, che welfare kg in Edite 
of the Nation is the great End, and Governors themſelves - were $teph. 
created but in order to that, and conſequently are to ceaſe as often as 
that End can be better attained withour them, 
Though che prerence be nothing bur Conſcience, yet every diſcon- 
tent will joyn to make the cry molt loud and general. Schiſmer do of 
themſelves naturally grow into Parties, and beſides are moſt plauſible 
occaſions for any elſe to joyn unto them, The gathered Churches arc 
moſt excellent materials to raiſe new Troops out of : and when they are 
thus far prepared they are at the ſervice of any one who will attempt 
to lead them on. 
If A/ men were Wiſe and Honeſt, if every one underſtood well and 
would a accordingly, it were then perhaps reaſonable enough to 
leave things clearly ro Conſcience, as the very beſt Rule we could 
poſſibly think of : Burt let us adde, that if this would ſuperſede the ne- 
ceſlity of the coercive power of our Laws in Religious matters, it 
would do this much more in all civil Ones:For no Laws, which ever were 
or can be in the world, can provide in any _— for thoſe large mea- 
ſures of Juſtice, Equity and Fair dealing, which would infallibly every- 


where be to be met with, if we were ſure that men would alwayes 


have a care to keep a good Conſcience: Truth, Juſtice, Temperance,&c., 
are things which <very mans Conſcience doth, and muſt needs tel! him - 
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are his Duty, Yet wereit not for the fear of Laws we ſhould find that 
Conſcience is not alcne to be truſted, even in theſe things which are 
her Natural, her moſt familiar Obje&ts, And if we ſee that ſne dorh 
daily prevaricate in theſe plain and obvious things where ſhe is ſo eaſily 
ſound out, we have no great cauſe to truſt to her fidelity : that ſhe will 
notalfo diſſemble in thoſe things which are more remote and obſcure, 
and hidden ſo far from the belt of our diſcovery. Let thoſe therefore 
who plead for Liberty of Cex/cience conſider, that there are Two ſorts 
of men which ought to be provided againſt, to keep this Contrivance 
of theirs from being abſolutely the molt ſenſeleſs and dangerous in the 
whole World : and we profeſs our ſelves unable upon their grounds 
ro-provide againſt them, viz, Thoſe who do pretend Conſcience; and 
thoſe who «b»ſe it. And there is 'a Third ſort likewife which ſome care 
ought to be taken of, viz. Thoſe vaſt numbers which are every day 
ſt;]Llyable to be more and more abuſed by ſuch Pretences. Thoſe 
Laws are not fitted for the Temper of this World, which proceed upon 
this Suppoſition, That every one who looks demurely is preſently in 

ood.carn:it, That men fay nothing but what they think, Let us con- 
ider,. that it is very poſſible for men to Perſonate, and then we ſhall 
not beſo eagerto deſire a general licence for every one who hath a 
mind to become a publick Cheat. 

The Inconveniences likewiſe,which ſuch a Telcration will bring upon a 
Tem poral-account, will be very great and very Univerſal: not a City, 
not a Pariſh, nay perhaps not a Family free from them. And we ſhall 
quickly ſee what a ſad paſs things will come at,. if the unconfidering part 
of mankind ſhall ly thus expoſed tozevery one who will go-about to de- 
ceive them. - 

And then from theſe diverſities of Judgments, and many times when 
it is only diffezenr forms of ſpeaking, there will immediately ariſe great 
diſtances ot affeRion : for theſe diviſens of Reuben there will preſently 
te great thoughts of Heart, Surmiſings, Cenſures, Jealouſies, Railings, 
Evil-ſpeakings, Animofities, Peeviſhneſs, Mal:ce, perverſe Diſputings, 
and every evil way, each Congregation will have ſome one little Pro- 
poſition, which all its Proſelyres muſt be known by, which all their 
thoughts muſt be always running upon, and every bodyelſe muſt needs 
comeup to0. The ſmalleſt gathered Church cannot hold its Members 
together, unleſs it hath ſome particular thing to engage themupon, 
and to have them known by : For they. cannot with any tace ſeparate 
from all Mankind, but they muſt have ſomething to ſay for it, | 

This Contrivance, however it be abſurdand dangerous, will _ 

| with- 
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withſtanding that, have alwayes many who will be very fond of it, for 
it is a moft ready way for every forward fellow to think himſelf ſome- 
what in that heis got into ſuch a Set, and then he thinks, that if he 


- can but improve the notion a little farther, he ſhall then be the more 


raken notice of ; and if he finds that his Addition is bur a little taking, he 
will then forſake his Maſters to ſet up for himſelf, divide from that 
Church of which he is now ſo precious a Member, ro gather a purer of 
his own: Andſo this Light will ſerve moſt bravely for himſelf ro ſhine 
in. 

But if this had been a new Invention, its Contrivers might then have 
beenatlowed to have entertained huge hopes of ir, bur alas, it hath 
been often tryed and always brought great confuſion along with it : 
and therefore there was then preat care taken by the Rowans, what 
Religion their ſubjets were of, one of the ancienteſt Laws, we read 
of, Separatim nemo habeſfit Deos,neve novos,[ed ne advenas niſi publice ad- 
{citos privatim colanto. Tul. 1. 2. de legibus. XII TABLES. This 
was an eſpecial part of e/£diles care. Ne qui niſi Rimano Du, neque alis 
more quam patrio colerentar, Liv.lib. 4.p. 155. Eaſily concluding that as 
ſoon as ever they had another Religion, their Countrey had loſt the bet. 


ter half of them, In variety of worſhip the one muſt needs reckon the 


other Erroneous, perhaps Impious ; and then how lamentably muſt 
chat City be divided, whoſe Inhabitants think themſelyes bound as they 
love God to hate one another : and it hath been often ſeen that a com. 
mon enemy hath crept in at their inteſtine diviſions, and deſtroyed 
both; while the one did not enough care to help the other. 

Be our Apprehenſions concerning Divine matters never ſo different, 
I grant-that we ought not for the ſake of them to want the dutyes of 
common humanity ; we ſhall grant that ſo to do, is a great error. But 
alas! it is too general a one, and law-makers are t > conſider not only 
what men ought, but what they uſe to do. Why ſhall I fight ( faith one } 
for a Prince who is an Idolater ? And why ſhould I { faith another \, 
take any care to relieve thatCity which is only a Bundle of Schiſmaticks? 
Ard what was the policy of feroboams calves think we but this 2 He did 
not caſt of the true God, but only ſet up another way ofWorſhip,as eafity 
concluding, thar if I can but perſwade them to be of another religion, 
I ſhall eaſily keep them to be another Kingdom, do bur divide their 
Faiths, and the Nations will never care to unite again, 

And pray tell me, what ſhalla Prince do in that caſe, where there 
are divers wayes of zy0rſ0ip allowed,and frequented in the ſame Nation 
Shall he diſcountenance the profeſſors of any one, by keeping them out of 
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all Office and Employment ? If ſo, he diſobligeth that whole Profeſi- 


on, loſeth ſo many hearts, whoſſure will think themſelves to be very 
hardly dealt with in thar they are: diſreſpeRted, only out of their Zeal 
to God, and becauſe they follow the beft +4 their Light, And what will 
they think of ſuch a'State, which doth retuſe to employ them omg 
upon this account, becauſe (in the words of our Author ) they uſe 
all manner of means to ſavetheir Souls? Or ſecondly, ſhall-rhe Prince 
carry himſelf equally and indifferently toward all Perſwaſions, coun- 
renance and prefer them all alike > This can hardly be, becauſe he him- 


ſelf muſt be of ſome One, and that will think ir ſelf not fairly dealt with - 


if it hath not Come preheminence ; And when he endeavours to ſhew 


himſelf indifferent to all perſwaſions, it, will then be.ſaid, that he makes . 


nſe of all Religions for his own Ends, but himſelf really is-of none; and 
ſo perhaps none ofchem will be really for him ; And thus by endeavor- 


ing to diſpleaſe neither party, he ſhall cercainly diſpleaſe them both ,_ 
at leaſt the Zealots of all ſides will repreſent him at the beſt as one - 
Lukewarm, and ſo only fic (as it is in the Reve!.) to be ſpit cut at. 


sbeir Mouths, 

Men may talk of cheir fine projects as longas they pleaſe, but ſurely 
where the Church is already ſo ſetled, as that ic hath a great dependance 
on the Government, and the Government hath a ſtanding influence 


upon that, thoſe Politicks muſt needs be very ſtrange which go abour to 


alter ſuch a Conſtitution, and.inftead ofa Clergy thus regulated, it is 
no kindneſs ſure tothe Afonarchy-to {et up ſuch a Miniſtry which ſhall 
depend chiefly upon the People, And when the whole method of the 
Preachers maintenance,and reputation, muſt be the various Arts, by 
which he can cither guide or follow the ſeveral humours-of each of his 
Congregation ; No man can-tell what it is poſlible for a good Crafts. 
maſter to perſwade the multitude unto. 

As to our particular caſe, 'if theſe People, what this book pleads for, 
had barely aTeleration,I do not know that it would ſatisfy them ; I ſuſpeR 
it may increaſe cheir number, and ſo enable them in a while to demand 
much more, and when they are a little ſtronger, their way would ap- 
pear not only true but abſolutely neceſſary. v9. Baneref dangerous 
poſitions, and practices. pag. 108, 

For however they do now ſpeak us fair, and rel] us, that the things 
impoſed are all lawful, and all that they defire is, that ſome perſons 
may in pity be borne with who do not think them to be- lawful, yet we 
ſhrewdly ſuſpect that they teach their Proſelytes much ocherWiſe , for 
the people as long as ever they have been under theſe mens Tutourage 


- are 


UMM 


not let the 
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are not yet alcogether ſo mad; as to make ſo great and wichal ſo needleſs 
a ſeparation: It their Teachers 'wonld but ſet them know ſo much, that 
rheſe things are all lawful, which aft this clamour and ſernple is 
made abour ; they would never I ſay, be perſwaded to have all theſe 
heartr- v_ and jealouſies, to fight and niake parties againſt rhar 
Charch, which in theſe its chiefelt adverſaryes eſteems, held or praiſed 
nothing which was at all blame-worthy, any otherwife rhan as irs Diſ- 
ſenters by miltake conceived'it tobe fo. No certainly, the poor people 
are without doubr ſtill Jed on with thoſe obſolete and forſaken pleas of = 
Popery, Superſtition, Will-Worſhip, and 1d»latry, which though their 
Teachers per ont here confeſs to be nothing, yer I doubt they will 
r Diſciples know ſo much ; they are perſwaded that we are 
Jdelaterr, and have been more than once animated to execme the rigor 
of Moſer his Law upon us for it : and when the next opportunit offers 
it ſelf, we ſhall be called Babylon once more, and then the con'equent 
will beas formerly, Happy ſball be be who taketh thy Children and daſycth 

them againſt the ſtones, | 
In one word then, to- allow this pretence. of Conſcience is no way 
yrudent, becauſe there is no probability that it can produce any good 
effe& : Iris athing,of which you ſhall never be ablero ſee a good end. 
Toleration then upon the whole matter is very unneceflary at rhis rime, 
becauſe the Impoſitions in the Apologiſts own Judgment are very law- 
ful, it is very unſafe, becauſe we know not how great Evils it may pro-- 
duce; we have ſhewed, that they will not tolerate each other, and that 
the Magiſtrate hath no reaſon to tolerate either of them, it brings great 
ſcandals upon Religion, and muſt needs breed great quarrels in the 
State, And laſtly, If it were granted, themſelves are not yer agreed 
about its Nature and Bounds, and ſo if we ſhould atpreſent give it, 
they would as yet be at a very great loſs what co do with it. Let us 
then be permitted to continueas we are; ſeeing it is not agrced -in what 


manner we ſhall be altered, and the Alterations propoſed hy this . Au- A Diſcourſe of 


thor have been demonſtrated to be dangerous to the. Religion and to —— vl 
the government of the Kingdom. | ting, ther Hb 
formed Chriſt i- 


anity ſcrled 1n 


There was another TREATISE lately Publiſhed 773 vez 
concerning the due Latitude of Religion, that ' Author it ;4tgaviiys 


” e# | AY"; irancement 
likewiſe concerned to fix his own Latitude, and let us know how \raxcement 


much it is ; that he and his whale Party will be content with, ow 299 
5s El - : 1 rl . 
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{ shall make no preſent obſervations upon him, but only lay down 
two of his own Conceſſions by which he hath clearly given 
up his whole Cauſe. | 

The firſt is,p. 28. Such is the complicated condition of 
humane affairs, that it is exceeding difficult to deviſe 
a Rule or Model that ſhal provide for all whom Equity 
will plead for. Therefore the Prudent and Sober 
will acquieſce in any Conftitution,that is in ſome good 
ſort proportionable to the Ends of Goverament. If ſo, 
they are in this Authors judgment neither Prudent nor Sober 
men, who call ſoloul for a Toleration. ; 

The ſecond 1s, p. 38. Nevertheleſs, if whenall is ſaid, 
ſome diſfatisfation doth invincibly poſleſs the judg- 
-ment,In that caſe, Chriſtian Hunulity, and Charity as 
well as Diſcretion, adviſeth ſuch Perſons to acquieſce 
in their private Security and Freedom, and not to 
reach after that Liberty,that may unſettle the Publick 
Order, and undermine the common Safety. If þo, 
thoſe men want Humility, Charity and Diſcretion, who de- 
mand a publick Liberty for their Conſciences, | 

We take theſe few Lines to be a ſufficient anſwer to all the 
Reſt, and they are ſo plain,as that I shall not need ro Comment 
pon Them, Bo 
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